Introduction
The chemistry and biology of sex pherom ones in heteropteran insects is a largely unexplored field al though recent progress in the manipulation of popu lations of a predaceous bug [P odisus m aculiventris (Say)] and its parasitoids by an attractant form ula tion based on the com position of a male produced pheromone has been reported [1] , The numerous secretory units in the abdominal sternites in the males in many pentatomoid bugs supply a probable source of sex pheromonal materials [2] , Clearly delimited glandular patches are to be seen on the ventral surface of the abdomen in some scutellerid bugs [3] , The patches contain numerous secretory units each one comprising a secretory cell and an epicuticular bristle-like structure set in a socket [3] . They will be called here androconial glands after Carayon [3] who likened them to the scent scales (androconia) to be found on the wings of the males in certain lepidopterans. In the cotton harlequin bug Tectocoris diophthalm us (Thunberg) three pairs of androconial glands are present on the abdominal venter on sternites IV to VI (Fig. 1) . The white de posit at times to be seen coating the external surfaces of these glands [ Rubiginol was recorded in Nature first as a pro duct of the oxidative degradation of glucose by the bacterium G luconobacter liquefaciens [5] , It has been found since in other bacterial systems [6] . Elsewhere it has been recorded as an oxidation product from cellulose [7] and among other combustion products in Tobacco sm oke [8] . The trivial name, Rubiginol, describes the reddish colour seen in the first sample to have been isolated from a natural source [5] , but the pure material is evidently a whitish colour. 
Further confirmation of identity of Rubiginol from

Discussion
A sexual function for the secretion from the an droconial glands of the males of Tectocoris has been proposed [3] . It is possible that during courtship, re lease and transference of secretion occurs when the androconial glands of the male brush against the body of the fem ale [3] . Rubiginol or perhaps some other as yet undetected com ponent of the androco nial secretion presumably exerts a physiological ac tion on the fem ale as an aphrodisiac. Perhaps a visi ble deposit o f Rubiginol is to be found as a rule only on those m ales that have been unable to locate a fem ale. We hope that this work will lead to an even-tual solution to the problem of the biological signifi cance of androconial glands in Scutelleridae.
